
  

Historical Markers 

Tulsa Oklahoma 
Tulsa, Oklahoma is the birthplace 

of the Barbershop Harmony 
Society. Here are several 

noteworthy landmarks and points 
of interest from the early years 

and the people who were 
instrumental to the movement. 

Researched and written by Society Historian Grady Kerr 



  

The Tulsa 
Club 
115 East 5th Street / 
Northwest Corner of 5th and 
Cincinnati 
Built in 1923, it stands 11 stories tall 
It was an exclusive club that catered to the 
rich oil men of Oklahoma 
The singers meet here because Rupert Hall 
was a member and made the arrangements. 
It was a member’s only / special invitation 
type of business 
The was the site of the first meeting (April 
11, 1938) of what would become the first 
chapter of SPEBSQSA 
26 men attended this songfest 
The meeting was held in open air up on the 
roof in what was called the “Roof Garden”. 
It was later called the “Sky Terrace”. 
It closed on February 1994 
Closed for many years, it has escaped 
demolition many times. 
Its future is still in doubt. 
(see article page 12) 

The Tulsa Club Building in the late 20s 

The Tulsa Club had top-notch chefs who made this 
cake modeled after their building 

The Roof Garden prepared as it might have been for 
our 1938 meeting 

Society Historian Grady Kerr standing  
on the historic spot in 1989 



  

The Roof Garden from above facing NE (1989)  

The Roof Garden from across the street (Philcade 
Building) and OC Cash’s office. This angle matches 

the 1948 film (1989) 

The Tulsa Club Building from the street facing west 

The Roof Garden facing SW (1989)  
Tulsa Club Party - Ladies Night - with Society 
Founder OC Cash, Tulsa Club Manager Phil 
Cannon, Tulsa Mayor Clearance Veale and  

a special Society logo cake. 



  

Cash’s 
Office 
Philcade Building  
511 South Boston 
Room #1230 - NE Tower/NE 
Corner (now two rooms) 
OC Cash was a tax attorney for Stanolind Oil 
& Gas – they took up the 3rd, 4th and 7th thru 
13th floors of the Philcade Building. Cash’s 
office was on the 12th floor (room 1230). In 
1948, during the Society’s 10th anniversary a 
short film was made to recreate the first 
meeting on the Roof Garden. One shot was 
taken from across the street from his office 
window. 

OC Cash Office 

The Philcade Building North Entrance (1989) 

The Philcade Building North Side (1989) 
The Philcade Building  
Ornate Lobby (1989) 

The Philcade Building  
As seen from the Roof 

Garden (1989) 

OC Cash 
Office 



  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hotel Tulsa 
3rd and Cincinnati 
Demolished 1972 
(its now the site for the Performing Arts 
Center) 
Site of second meeting April 18, 1938 
Apparently some Tulsa Club members 
complained of the “noise” during the April 
11th songfest so they moved to the Hotel 
Tulsa the next week. 
70 men showed up. 
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Alvin Plaza 
Hotel 
7th and Main 
Imploded 1976 
By May 31st the newly formed group began 
meeting at the Alvin Plaza Hotel and 
hosting 75 to 150 men weekly. This group 
would soon become known as the Tulsa # 1 
Chapter and continue to meet at the Alvin 
for 37 years. It was imploded on December 
19, 1976. 

The Alvin Mezzanine Level over looking 7th street - singing on this level allowed  
the sound to be heard on the street May 31, 1938 



The gathering of May 31st, 1938 was 
possibly the most important single event in 
the history of the society. Sixty three singers 
met on the Mezzanine level of the Alvin. In 
the heat of the early summer night the 
windows were opened to the street.  
 
To understand this event one must also be 
aware of the concern of the police 
department with spontaneous groups on the 
streets even years after the panic of the race 
riots in downtown Tulsa in (1921).  
 
Reportedly, there was such a sound coming 
from the Alvin, passersby on the way home 
stopped to listen, and cars began to pull over. 
Such a commotion was caused, a rare traffic 
jam resulted. Apparently someone (some 
jokingly rumored it was O.C.) called the 
cops. Ralph Martin, a reporter for the Daily 
World, followed a policeman upstairs to the 
singers’ songfest to discover the source of the 
“riot”. Even before the traffic jam was 
dispersed. The new story that resulted made 
the wire service and spread throughout the 
country and spawned new chapters. See 
article page 18. 
 
Most believe they met in the BLUE room. 

 

The Alvin Plaza Lobby 

The Alvin Plaza under construction 1928-29 



  

Alvin Plaza 
Hotel 
Plaque 
Northeast corner of the 
intersection on Main and 7th 
Streets 
An historical plaque was dedicated on April 
10, 1988. The plaque is now set in the 
sidewalk on the Northeast corner of the 
intersection on Main and 7th Streets. 

The Alvin Plaza Hotel Plaque’s Original location - it was moved when this land was made into a parking lot 

The Alvin plaque’s current location 2010 
Photos by Truman Netherton May 27,2010 



  

Old Central High 
School  
212 East 6th Street (6th between S. Cincinnati & S. Detroit) 
From 1916 - 1976 
(now Public Service Company of Oklahoma Building) 
The site of the 1939 National Quartet contest  
(first Society Convention - Bartlesville Barflies Win) 

The Old Central High School’s stage where the first Society contest was held in 1939 



Other Homes 
2515 East 28th Street (1938) 
2712 31st Street 

 

OC Cash 
Homes  
1228 East 27th Street 
 
 

Staged photo of The Okie Four 
(OC Cash, bari) rehearsing in 
Cash Family home on 27th 

Street with wives looking on. 

Daughter, Betty Anne Cash 

Betty Anne Cash (holding photo - 1989) returns to her 
childhood home after many years  



Rupert Hall 
Section 5 / Lot 21 / Space 4 

Polly (wife) 

OC Cash 
Section 37 / Lot 33 / Space 2/3 

Corrine (wife) / Idris Cash (sister) / Betty Anne (daughter) 

Gravesites 
Memorial Park Cemetery 
51st & Memorial Drive 
918.627.0220 
Park open from 7am -7:30pm 
Office 8a-5p 

OC Cash gravesite as seen from road 



City authority eyes 
Tulsa Club Building 
acquisition 
The downtown building has 
been vacant for more than a 
decade 
 
BY P.J. LASSEK 
The Tulsa World 
Feb. 11, 2009 
 
The Tulsa Development Authority is 
researching whether it can acquire the vacant 
Tulsa Club Building to assist the city in 
addressing its status as a downtown 
nuisance. 
 
“We don’t know whether we can even do 
this,” authority Chairman Carl Bracy said. 
“The city’s goal is to get the building up to 
code and back into production.” 
 
During a Tuesday work session, the authority 
was given an update on the 11-story building 
that has been vacant for more than a decade.  

The building at 115 E. Fifth St. not only is in 
violation of fire, electrical and plumbing 
codes but has safety and health issues, as 
well, city officials said. 
 
Assistant City Attorney Bob Edmiston told 
the authority media that coverage about the 
building has led to a misunderstanding of 
what the city actually can do with the 
property. 
 
“Right now, it’s simply wrapped up in 
litigation,” he said. 
 
The city has struggled since 2007 to get the 
building’s owner, Carl J. Morony of 
California, to address the nuisances 
voluntarily and bring the property up to 
building codes. 
 
Two legal actions are pending — a 
foreclosure filed by the city on an unpaid 
$331,815 default judgment for failure to 
remediate building-code issues and a motion 
by Morony to vacate that judgment. 
 
Edmiston said that if Morony pays the 
$331,815 judgment or the judge vacates it, 
that would dissolve the foreclosure action. 

Continued next page 



The abatement order, however, would remain 
until Morony took the necessary action to 
satisfy the code issues. 
 
If a foreclosure is granted, the property 
would be sold at a sheriff’s sale, as required 
by state statute, he said. 
 
City officials have speculated that the needed 
improvements likely would cost less than the 
$331,815 judgment. 
 
“All the city wants is for Mr. Morony to 
make the code improvements,” Edmiston 
said. 
 
In November 2007, the property was 
declared a public nuisance, an order of 
abatement was issued, and $1,000-a-day civil 
penalties were imposed. 
 
“It just was not envisioned that this sort of 
situation would happen,” Hermiston said. “The whole point of remedial civil penalties 

is to remedy the situation,” he said. “Surely 
if we put a $1,000 a day for each day it’s a 
nuisance, these people would jump in here 
and take care of it, but that just hasn’t  
happened with Mr. Morony. This is an 
anomaly.” 
 
Kevin Cox, supervisor of neighborhood 
services for the city, said the city continues 
to monitor the building on a regular basis to 
ensure that it is secured. 
 
“We don’t want a fire to get started inside 
and have it become a safety hazard for the 
surrounding buildings or for firefighters who 
may have to enter it,” he said. 
 
P.J. Lassek 581-8382 
pj.lassek@tulsaworld.com 



  



 Cash 
House  
27th Street 
 
 
Memorial 
Park 
Cemetery 
51st Street 



  



  


